
Printing Code and Listing Files Using Enscript 

1 Introduction 
To create a well formatted pintout of you code or listing file is not always possible using some IDEs or 
editors (Notepad, CodeWarrior, etc.). One of the very best programs for printing out program code – or 
general text files – comes from the UNIX world. That is enscript. It takes a text file and formats it based 
on options you give it and converts it to postscript for printing. If desired, it also will send the output 
directly to the printer. Unfortunately, the printing configuration does not allow this in the EET labs so we’ll 
have to send the output to a file and then convert the postscript file to pdf and print it via Acrobat. 

Since this is a UNIX command, you’ll have to use a little UNIX to use it. In the lab, this means using 
Cygwin – a free UNIX command distribution for windows. 

2 Using Cygwin and Basic UNIX Navigation  
Open the Cygwin window from the desktop or the Start menu. You will get a prompt like this: 

toddm2@toleak ~ 
$  

You will now have to move to your project directory before using enscript. In UNIX, to change directories, 
you use cd. For example, to go to the folder ‘z:\etec274\lab1’ you would type: 

$ cd z:\etec274\lab1 

(Note the $ is the prompt, you do not type it) 

Now you should be in the desired directory. To verify this, you can do two things – ask what your current 
working directory is, and view the contents of the directory. 

To see what directory you are in type: 

$ pwd 

It will respond with your ‘present working directory’. 

To view the contents of the directory, use the ls command. For example: 

$ ls 
Lab1.a12  Lab1.lst  Lab1.s19  Lab1.sym 

That is all there is to the navigation and viewing required for using enscript.  
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Printing Code and Listing Files Using Enscript (cont) 

3 Generating Postscript for Source Code or Debug Listing 
If you are printing assembly or C source code, or are printing compact listings for debugging use the 
following enscript command exactly: 

$ enscript ‐2Grzc –o Lab1.ps Lab1.lst 

Where, Lab1.lst is the file you want to print and Lab1.ps is the name of the generated postscript file. 
This command generates a compact printout as follows: 
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Printing Code and Listing Files Using Enscript (cont) 

4 Generating Postscript for Final Listing to be Turned in 
If you are printing final listings for turning in with write-ups the compact printout about wront work 
because some of the comments are truncated. So, for a final print of a listing file use the following 
enscript command exactly: 

$ enscript ‐Grz –o Lab1.ps Lab1.lst 

Where, Lab1.lst is the file you want to print and Lab1.ps is the name of the generated postscript file. 
This command generates a printout as follows: 

 

Notice that the comments were not truncated but the complete listing could not be printed on one page. So, 
the final print is complete but uses more paper.  That is why you use the compact version for debugging. 

5 Generating pdf and Printing 
Now you will need to generate a pdf file to print. To do this use the ps2pdf command: 

$ ps2pdf Lab1.ps Lab1.pdf 

Where, Lab1.ps is the postscript file generated in the last step and Lab1.pdf is the generated pdf file. 
You could also use Acrobat Distiller for this but, hey, you’re already doing UNIX. 

Once you have the pdf file, you can open it with Acrobat and print. Remember to print two sided and, since 
this is landscape, set the pages to open along the top. 

Do not close the Cygwin window. Now that you have it in your project directory, you can skip to step three 
or four immediately to make a new printout. 

That’s it, now you know UNIX (smile) and can make great looking printouts of your code. 
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